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This year, the Annual DRE meeting was held virtually on Saturday, July 16, 2022, from 11:00 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. CST. Altogether there were 72 participants. The meeting was started with a 

prayer by Ms. Tessie Alappatt, Sunday School Principal, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

Washington D.C. Rev. Dr. George Dhanavelil, Director, Department of Faith Formation 

formally welcomed everyone to the online meeting.  

Inaugural Address: His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath, Bishop, inaugurated the meeting. 

Bishop thanked and congratulated the Sunday School principals for their diligence and hard 

work for all their hard work. He reminded everyone that this is the last year that he address them 

as their bishop. He thanked everyone for their cooperation and hard work. The Bishop talked in 

detail about Syro-Malabar's faith and tradition and the importance of teaching children about the 

real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  

Keynote Address: His Excellency Mar Joy Alappatt, Bishop-designate, provided the keynote 

address. Bishop reminded us that Sunday School is one of the most important ministries of our 

diocese. He discussed in detail how there are fewer and fewer who believe in the real presence in 

Eucharist. He reminded everyone to work hard to help understand the children about Holy 

Qurbana from a very young age. Bishop thanked the Principals for working alongside the 

vicar/mission directors in assisting the Bishops in their duty as catechesis. The bishop thanked 

everyone for their cooperation and assured everyone of his unwavering support for the Sunday 

school program in the diocese.  

Annual Report: Tison Thomas, Secretary for the Eparchial Catechetical Council provided the 

annual report. Following are the main activities. Some of the key points include:  

• Out of the 85 parishes or missions we have in our diocese, 73 of those parishes/missions 

have a Sunday School program. The Sunday School program is one of the most vibrant 

ministries in our diocese, which include adult faith formation activities like Didache and 

Bible studies.  

• In April the department conducted a survey of all parishes and missions regarding 

Sunday School. 64 parishes/missions responded, we currently have 9616 students 

enrolled and 2262 teachers teaching from Pre k through 12th grade, including in some 

places, special education classes. The survey also identified 34 special needs children 

within our diocese.  

• The growth of our diocese in the last 20 years is extraordinary. From approximately 1000 

children in 2002 to almost 10,000 children in Sunday Schools is no small feat. To build 

an institution like this is all because of the Grace of God, and our diocesan leadership 

throughout these years.  

• Last year Pope Francis also raised the catechesis as a ministry of the church – which 

elevated their work through a proclamation, called Antiquum ministerium. Pope Francis 
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raised the role of catechesis as a ministry. Pope through this motu proprio stated that 

instead of catechesis as a parish level activity, elevated catechesis to a diocesan level 

ministry.  

• During the last academic year, the department had given guidance to parishes/missions to 

start the Sunday School Year by having the teachers take a pledge to be recited at the 

beginning of the year. The prayer of blessing and pledge for teachers were sent to all the 

parishes/missions. 

• The annual Sunday School Principals meeting was held last year virtually on Saturday, 

July 24, 2021. Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath and Bishop Mar Joy Alappatt participated in 

the meeting. 73 principals or his/her designee attended the meeting. Rev. Dr. George 

Danavelil facilitated the meeting 

• Two years in a row we conducted a continuing education series for the Sunday School 

teachers in our diocese. We had more than 1900 participants registered for the 10 

different sessions. These sessions were conducted by the resource people from within our 

diocese. Issued a diocesan certificate to those who attended the sessions. 

• Last year, the department also conducted five sessions for new teachers in our diocese. 

More than 650 teachers participated.  

• The 10th-grade textbook was revised this year, similar to the 8th -grade and 9th-grade 

textbooks with new formatting, look and feel. Without changing the Syro-Malabar Synod 

approved contents, the department revised the English language and grammar to make it 

more of a quality US textbook. This also has additional resources and information.  

• The directory provides guidelines for Sunday School programs in our parishes/mission on 

how to organize the Sunday School, suggestions and recommendations, a self-assessment 

checklist, recommended prayers to be taught in each class, syllabus, and books of the 

bible for each grade, and other important resources. The directory is on our website.  

• A 12th-grade graduation certificate is issued to everyone who graduated from 12th grade 

in the last 3 years. The department issued 1489 certificates since 2019 to those who 

graduated 12th grade. 

• A certificate of appreciation was issued to teachers, when requested by the 

parishes/mission, for those who completed 10 or 25 years of service. A certificate of 

appreciation was also issued to any retiring principals as well. 

Current Catechetical Activities and Updates: Catechetical Director, Rev. Dr. George 

Danavelil presented in detail what we have done so far and current activities. Fr. Director 

thanked the bishops and vicar generals for their unwavering support for the catechetical 

activities. He also thanked the Vicars and Mission Directors for their wholehearted support of the 

Sunday School ministry. In addition, he discussed the following: 10th-grade textbook published 

in a new format and look; virtual classrooms supporting materials for online CCD Classes; 

updated the syromalabarcatechesischicago.org website with more information; Katecheian e-

Journal has been published every quarter. Dei Verbum Bible Quiz was conducted– those who 

received 90% above will get a certificate; 400 plus attending online Didache theology program in 
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our diocese; teacher Appreciation certificates issued to teachers in parishes; Echo – has a self-

assessment tool that parishes can use; this year 12th-grade graduation certificates were issued. Fr. 

Director provided the following updates/action plan for next year. 

• Sunday School 2022-2023 

For the next academic year (2022-2023), the diocese recommends in-person Sunday School for 

all children. The in-person Sunday School classes must adhere to the state/local ordinances and 

local/state public school policies. For example, if the local/state public school policy for the next 

academic year indicated in-person classes, then the local parish also adheres to such policy. 

Exams must be conducted in person based on the above criteria. 

• Eucharistic Revival 

This initiative invites us to return to the source and summit of our faith: Jesus’ Real Presence in 

the Eucharist. The National Eucharistic Revival is a movement to restore understanding and 

devotion to this great mystery here in the United States. 3-day retreat for middle school and 

Highschool/young adults in partnership with the Diocesan Youth Apostolate (Zonal level). Rev. 

Fr. Joby Jose has been assigned to coordinate this activity for the Department of Catechesis. 

• Holy Qurbana Videos 

The department of catechesis will be sending a series of YouTube videos related to Holy 

Qurbana. These videos were developed by Rev. Fr. Kevin Mundackal for children and youth. 

The department will distribute them to all the parishes.  

• Theology of the Body 

The department will provide a series of training related to the Theology of the Body for Sunday 

School teachers. The purpose of this training is to assist teachers with the knowledge of Catholic 

moral theology related to sexuality and other related issues. 

• Safe Environment 

Sunday Schools must adhere to the diocesan safe environment policies. All teachers and 

volunteers must take the training and have background checks. Diocese will be developing the 

admission register, attendance register, progress report, and Sunday School registration form for 

Sunday Schools within our diocese. Sunday Schools should keep adequate and appropriate 

registers for auditing and record-keeping purposes. 

• Bible Quiz: Dei Verbum 

This year, the Bible Quiz Phase I will be based on the Gospel of St. John. Phase II and III books 

will be shared later. The quiz dates are as follows: 

• Phase I - Sunday, December 4, 2022 

• Phase II - Saturday, February 11, 2023 
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• Phase III – Dates for finals will be decided later 

A registration fee of $10 will be charged per person for the expenses related to Bible Quiz. 

• Textbook Orders 

Sunday School principals must order their books through the google link. Textbook orders must 

be received by the due date. Textbooks will be shipped to the parishes/mission before the class 

start date. 

• Textbooks, Teacher Quick Book & Site Visits 

Diocese plans to revise the 5, 6, & 7-grade textbooks this academic year. A resource guide for 

teachers about the fundamentals of the Syro-Malabar Catholic faith will be developed. A 

diocesan resource team will visit parishes/missions and explain diocesan policies related to 

catechesis with the parish Sunday School ministry. 

• Catechetical Sunday 

This year the Catechetical Sunday will be celebrated on September 18, 2022, and the theme is, 

“This is my Body given for you”. The diocese encourages parishes/missions to celebrate 

Catechetical Sunday with activities that promote and make aware the Sunday School activities to 

the parishioners.  

• Parent Teacher Meeting 

Every parish must have a parent-teacher association and regular meetings must be held to 

appraise the catechetical activities. 

• Sunday School Principal/Teacher Appointments 

Teachers must be appointed by the vicar/mission directors. Teachers must submit an application 

form (a sample of the application form is within the Echo) to the vicar/mission director. The 

vicar/mission director in consultation with the principal makes the final appointment. Every new 

teacher appointed must attend a minimum of three mandatory trainings that the diocese offers 

within the first year. A certificate will be issued to the teachers who attend and complete the 

post-test questionnaire. Principals are appointed for a term of 3 years, and they can be re-

appointed for another term with permission from the diocese for another 3 years.  

• Teacher continuing education series 

This year, we will have additional teacher learning opportunities for existing and new teachers. 

The topics and dates will be announced soon. 

• Teachers Forum 

A new teacher’s forum will be coordinated this year. The purpose is to have the teachers from 

the same grade level across the country share the resources and materials.  
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• Didache training program 

In collaboration with the Paursthya Vidyapeedam, the Department of Faith Formation has 

undertaken a Diploma Course in Theology for our diocese. The purpose of this two-year 

Diploma course in Theology is to assist catechists and other interested adults in their biblical, 

liturgical, theological, and catechetical formation. 46 individuals within the Cathedral parish 

graduated this year. We have an additional 270 people enrolled throughout the diocese.  

• Program for graduated youth 

The diocese has started planning a catechetical program for youth who graduated and or are 

interested in Syro-Malabar theology and spirituality. 

• Special Education 

Diocese has convened a workgroup that is developing a policy and study materials related to 

children who need special education. There is currently a group of parents under the leadership 

of Dr. Pavan Antony to develop recommendations. The diocese will be networking with the 

parishes/missions that already have these classes about their experiences. Through the survey, we 

identified that there are 34 children with special needs.  

• Sunday School Excellence Award 

The evaluation will be based on Academic Year 2021-2022 activities. The application form and 

the criterion are attached to this e-mail. Application forms and any supporting documents must 

be submitted to the Diocese by November 30, 2022.  

Categories  

• Level I - Sunday School with more than 400 students 

• Level II - Sunday School with students from 200 to 399 

• Level III - Sunday School with students from 100 to 199 

• Level IV - Sunday School with students Less than 99 

• Katechein E-Journal 

The e-Journal is published every quarter. The diocese is requesting the Principal to review them 

carefully and distribute the e-Journal widely. It has important diocesan communication related to 

Sunday Schools Resources, links, and new publications. 

Diploma course in Bible 

A study of the entire books of the Bible in a systematic fashion. Complete the course in 24 

months. Two courses per month. Classes will be on Sundays at 8:00 p.m. CST via the WebEx 

platform. The course is currently closed to 100 participants. Professors are from the Pontifical 

Oriental Institute 
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CML/LFML: Sr. Agnes Maria, MSMI provides a brief report of the CML/LFML activities. In 

2021, Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath appointed Rev. Dr. George Danavelil as the Director and Sr. 

Agnes Maria as the Joint Director of LFML. The aim is to establish a CML unit in every 

parish/mission by the end of this year. A diocesan core has been meeting regularly to support 

Rev. Dr. George Danavelil and Rev. Sr. Agnes Maria in their efforts to establish and sustain the 

CML units. Currently, 53 parishes have an LFML unit. Each Zone has a General Organizer and 

two organizers, and a diocesan core group liaison is assigned to help with each of the Zonal 

Leaders. A diocesan inauguration of LFML is planned along with the platinum jubilee on 

Saturday, October 22, 2022, at St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Forane Catholic Church, Somerset, NJ, 

and the core team is working with the churches in the East Zone to come to Somerset, for a Holy 

Qurbana, Rally and a meeting. The diocese developed LFML guidance for parishes/missions and 

is uploaded to the website. A new spiritual diary for the diocese was drafted, printed, and is 

ready for distribution this year. A Christmas program was organized under the auspices of CML 

on December 23, 2021, for the CML members in the diocese – 250 children participated. Bishop 

Mar Jacob Angadiath participated 

Eucharistic Revival: Rev. Fr. Joby Joseph discussed the need to educate and provide awareness 

to the youth and Sunday School teachers about the real presence of Christ in Holy Qurbana. Fr. 

Joby will be working with the Bishops and the Director to develop specific training 

programs/presentations regarding the Eucharistic Revival.  

Safe Environment: Mr. Thomas Moolayil discussed in detail the importance of having 

background checks and related training for all volunteers. He also emphasized the importance of 

reporting any child abuse cases to the diocese immediately. Mr. Tom Moolayil informed 

everyone that the USCCB will be doing site visits this year. The diocese is also planning to do 

audits of the parishes. Ensure that the parishes keep the records and documentation of all the 

training up to date. 

Question Board: Mr. Luke Edamana, Chair, Question Board, provided an update on exams and 

grading. Exam Questions will be sent to the diocese by November 20, 2022, and the second-

semester question papers by April 23, 2023. The diocese reminds the principals that the test is 

60% of the total score, Assignments are 20%, Attendance is 10% and Church Participation is 

10%. Parishes and Missions are requested to follow this pattern. Point distribution changed from 

25 points to 50 points. The number of questions will increase. The question board is also 

requesting that parishes assist with expanding the question bank. Please contact the question 

board if you are willing to assist.  

Bible Quiz: Mr. Nixon Philip briefly discussed the Dei Verbum Bible Quiz activities. Mr. Philip 

congratulated the principals for their efforts in successfully completing the second diocesan-wide 

Bible Quiz. This is the second year, we are conducting the Dei Verbum, Bible Quiz in our 

diocese. Most of the parishes and missions participated. This is not an easy feat- to coordinate a 

competition of this size nationally. Department worked closely with Santa Ana Forane parish 

along with a group of dedicated individuals to implement this very important activity. 4157 
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people registered for the Bible Quiz this year – after the two phases, 246 people qualified for the 

finals, of which 17 were selected winners. The grand finale was conducted Saturday, July 16, 

2022, at 5 p.m. CST. Both bishops participated and congratulated the winners. 

Teacher’s Forum: Mr. Manuel Joseph from Texas discussed developing a new teacher’s forum 

for each grade. The purpose is to have the teachers from the same grade level across the country 

share the resources and materials. 

Mr. Tison Thomas facilitated a Q&A session after all the presentations. Mr. Tison Thomas 

thanked everyone for their participation. Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath concluded the meeting 

with a prayer and blessing.  

Submitted by:  

Tison Thomas 

Secretary, Eparchial Catechetical Council 

July 16, 2022 

 


